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1. The gas is noxious. It can be very harmful to living things.

noxious noxious

2.Synonymis a word having the same or nearly the same meaning as another word or other

words in a language.

synonym

synonym

3. Aclueis something that serves to guide or direct in the solution of a problem or mystery.

clue
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clue

4. The thriftyDutch believed in working hard and in saving every cent possible.

thrifty

thrifty

I.  

1. Xis an object, usually with a flat bottom and a handle, used for drinking. 

X is _________. (A. a pan B. a can C. a cup)

2. Xis an open container, usually made of glass, used for holding flowers. 

X is _________. (A. a box B. a carton C. a vase)

3. ThereÕs little Xin passing the driving test if you donÕt have a car of your own.

X is _________. (A. exception B. merit C. dispute)

4. When you have paid for something in a shop, the Xis given to you.

X is _________. (A. a receipt B. recommendation C. payment)

5. AleaderÕs power can be used to do both good and X. 

X is _________. (A. strange B. evil C. glad)

II.  

1.The tigerÕs roarcould be heard in villages far away. 

A. the food that a tiger eats C. a tigerÕs ear

B. a tigerÕs dream D. a sound a tiger makes  

2.The thought of eating a rat is abhorrentto most people. 

A. fun, lively C. delicious, tasty

B. horrible, disgusting D. sweet, sugary

3.My absent-mindedteacher loses his keys, his book and his chalk almost every day! 

A. hateful C. intelligent

B. not paying attention D. unwilling to change  

4. You can trust the salesmen at that store because they always conduct business in an aboveboard

manner.

A. honest, open C. boring, unpleasant

B. sneaky, dishonest D. strange, unusual
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5.Petra has so many friends because she is a gregariousperson.

A. self-contained C. friendly, outgoing

B. shy, quiet D. rude, hostile  

6.The lovely egretis in danger of extinction because clothing manufacturers use their long,

beautiful tail feathers to make ladiesÕhats. 

A. a small child C. a kind of clothes

B. a type of food D. a type of bird  

7.I canÕt believe it! Right in the middle of our conversation, Peter turned around abruptlyand

walked out of the room! 

A. formally C. suddenly, without notice 

B. slowly, in no hurry D. quietly

8.After the harvest, we had an abundantamount of apples. We made apple pie, apple sauce

and apple juice because we had so many apples! 

A. scarce B. not enough C. very red D. plentiful   

9.When Sara was sick, her voice was almost inaudible. We couldnÕt hear what she was trying

to say clearly. 

A. very loud, easy to hear C. very strange, uncommon

B. very weak, hard to hear D. very shy, timid  

10.The hill was too arduousfor us to climb by bike. We had to walk our bicycles up the hill. 

A. short, flat C. easy, not challenging

B. fun, exciting D. difficult, steep

III.  

1. Antonymis a word having a meaning opposite to that of another word.

2. He hammered a nailinto the wall and hung a picture on it.

3. It was the first time Nancy had been in a big city. She felt a little apprehensiveas she walked

out onto the street, with so many strange faces staring at her.

4. WeÕre having an oraltest in class this week instead of a written one at the end of the term.

5.When a doctor performs an operation on a patient, he usually gives him an anestheticto

make him unconscious, because he does not want his patient to feel pain or to know what is

happening to him.



Read carefully the following passage and the explanations.

Entering Universities

Passage

Universities and colleges1are schools

that continue a personÕs education beyond

high school. Auniversity or college education

helps men and women enjoy richer, more

meaningful lives. It prepares many people for

professional careers2as doctors, engineers,

lawyers, or teachers. It also gives a person a

better appreciation3of such fields as art, literature,

history, human relations, and science. In doing

so, a university or college education enables4

individuals to participate5with greater

understanding incommunity affairs.

Colleges and universities state their

entrance requirements in their catalogs6.

They nearly always require a transcript

(copy)of an applicantÕs high school credits,

as well as letters of recommendation7.

Entrance examinations are generally given

several months before the school term begins.

Freshmen8usually take the intelligence and

Explanations

1 and

and

2professional careers

doctors, engineers, lawyers, teachers

3appreciation

4enable en- able

5participate in

participate in

6 catalogs

catalogs

catalog

7letters of recommendation

recommendation

8freshmen fresh-

men

9 intelligence and aptitude tests

tests

intelligence test

aptitude test

Unit 1   University and Education 5
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aptitude tests9during an orientation periodJ,

frequently called freshman week at colleges

and universities in the United States.

People without a high school diplomaK

should not assume that higher education is

closed to them. Many colleges and universities

admit men and women who have not completed

high school.This procedure allows the schools

to serve an increasing number of adults seeking

continuing education.It also helps extend edu-

cational opportunities to such people as mili-

tary veterans and members of minority groups.

Before enrolling such applicants, the universi-

ty or college evaluatesL their work experience

and reviews their scores on special tests. These

tests are designed to measure whether a per-

sonÕs knowledge is equivalentM to that of an

average high school graduate.

Jorientation period

orientation

freshman week orienta-

tion period

K diploma

diploma

who have not complet-

ed high school

diploma diploma

Levaluate review and

review

evaluate

review

Mequivalent

equal
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Read the following passage and answer the questions.

Advice for Freshmen

Passage

As students you bring many things with
you: books, computers, spending money,
hopes and dreams1. Yet, what most of you
will not bring is experience.

The campus is a new world, and here, it
is not the strong but the teachable2 who sur-
vive. Institutions3for higher education are not
just about classrooms and laboratories4; there
is more to learn at college or university than
what is covered in class.

There are so many new things to do at a
new college or university, social and academic5.
Give yourself time to make new friends and
become familiar with the campus, but donÕt
forget why you are there. 

Learn the rules: every campus has its
own set of rules and regulations6, and they
are usually pretty good at letting you know
what they are. Guidelines, restrictions7, rules
and regulations of all kinds can usually be
found in your student handbook. READ
THEM.

If you know how to play the game, you
have a better chance of winning (or at least
playing well). What dates are important?
What pieces of paper8 need to be handed in,
and when? What can or canÕt you do in class?
What can or canÕt you do in your student
residence? Who has authority for what? What
do you need to complete to graduate?9

Questions

1hopes dreams and

2 teachable

3 institutions

4 laboratories

5social academic and

6rules regulations and

regulations

7 restrictions

8paper

9
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1. The Traditional Classroom and the Virtual Classroom

1One of the biggest questions prospective students have about online education is how the virtual

classroom actually works. While there are similarities between the virtual classrooms used in online

education, and the brick and mortar ( ) classrooms of a traditional university, there are striking

differences as well.
2For example, if you attend a physical campus you will enter the classroom and attend a certain

course at a certain time that will be designated to last between one and three hours on average. The

instructor of the course will likely lecture for the majority of this time, but there may also be some

student participation. At the end of the class the instructor may assign homework or inform students

of upcoming quizzes.
3But in a virtual classroom the structure is much more open, and there is a far greater degree of

flexibility in the lesson plans. For example, normally you may log into your virtual class at any

time, where you will listen, read and watch videos covering the course material. As a general rule,

you may take as much time as you like to go over the material and complete any assignments given.

While your course instructor will normally be available to ask questions via real-time online chat,

e-mail or instant messaging, they will not monitor your progress or concern themselves with your

work habits.

I. Complete each of the following statements with the best choice.
1.The word ÒvirtualÓ (in Para. 1, Line 1) is similar in meaning to _________.

A. physical B. practical C. simulated D. flexible

2.ÒDesignatedÓ (in Para. 2, Line 2) probably means _________.

A. arranged B. restricted C. registered D. marked

3.By Òa far greater degree of flexibilityÓ (in Para. 3, Line 1Ñ2), the author refers to the follow-

ing except _________.

A. you may log into your virtual class at any time

B. you may take as much time as you like to go over the material

C. you may finish your homework at your own speed

D. you may ask questions at any time

4.The word ÒviaÓ (in Para. 3, Line 5) means _________.

A. by means of B. in favor of C. as well as D. concerning

5. The virtual classroom is different from the physical classroom in that _________.

A. teachers in the virtual classroom will monitor your learning progress

B. teachers in the virtual classroom will inform you of upcoming quizzes

C. you can enter a certain course at a certain time

D. you can have more flexible lesson plans
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II. Write out the corresponding verbs or nouns.

2. Improving Reading Skills

1The best way to improve your reading ability is, of course, to read. The student must make a real

effort to improve his speed, and if necessary his comprehension, with each exercise.Too many students

read passages passively and without judgment: they simply start at the first word and read through

to the end. You should read a passage actively, selectively and purposely. You must believe that you

indeed have the ability to read faster and understand more, and that you will.    

2Reading, like everything else in life, is best done when youÕre relaxed. The key to improving it is

concentration.You must be willing to break some old habits and form new ones. Extra body movement,

such as turning the head from side to side, pointing at the line with a finger or pencil, or moving the lips,

should be stopped immediately. Reading is mostly a mental process and body movement helps neither

speed nor comprehension. Then you should see words as part of a whole sentence or paragraph, not just

in isolation. This is why a slow, word-by-word student often understands far less, or misses much of the

joy and excitement of reading.

3The students must learn to improve reading skills on their own, and not just when a teacher is

looking over their shoulders. Reading improvement takes discipline and effort. DonÕt give up.  

I. Choose the best answer for each question or statement below.
1.WhatÕs the passage mainly about?     

A. Reading speed. 

B. Reading comprehension. 

C. Reading improvement.

D. Reading habits.

2.The best way to improve your reading ability is _________.  

A. to read with old habits 

B. to read with the help of a teacher 

C. to read actively, selectively and purposely 

D. to read word by word

Verb Noun

education

difference

instructor

participation

inform

assign

complete
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3.The phrase Òin isolationÓ (in Para. 2, Line 6) probably means _________.

A. in a word B. separately                C. in groups                D. slowly

4.Which of the following is true according to the passage?     

A. When reading, youÕd better point at the line with a pencil. 

B. When reading, you should turn your head from side to side. 

C. When reading, you should see words as part of a whole sentence or paragraph. 

D. When reading, you simply start at the first word and read through to the end.

5.Which of the following should you avoid to improve your reading ability?  

A. Learning to improve reading skills independently. 

B. Making an effort to improve speed and comprehension with practice. 

C. Concentrating on the reading. 

D. Keeping the old habits of reading.

II. Get meaning from context: use the contextual clues to complete the
chart below. 
1.Too many students read passages passively and without judgment: they simply start at the

first word and read through to the end.

2.Then you should see words as part of a whole sentence or paragraph, not just in isolation.

3. First Confucius Institute in Europe Established

1North Europe Stockholm Confucius ( ) Institute, the first one in Europe, has been established

at Stockholm University, according to Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the PRC.

2The institute was jointly established by ChinaÕs National Office for Teaching Chinese as a

Foreign Language (NOCFL), Fudan University in Shanghai and Stockholm University. 

3Lu Fengding, ChinaÕs Ambassador to Sweden, said while addressing the establishment ceremony

on February 18 that the institute will not only promote the educational and cultural exchanges

part of speech of judgment

the verb form of judgment

the problem of students in    
reading passages

the meaning of judgment

the verb form of isolation

the synonym of isolation

habit to avoid in reading

the meaning of isolation
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between China and Sweden, but also play an active role in deepening the understanding and friend-

ship between the two peoples and promoting the friendly bilateral relations. He extended his wishes

to the institute. 

4NOCFLdeputy director Zhang Guoqing, Kare Bremer, vice-chancellor of Stockholm University

and the first president of the college Luo Duobi gave speeches at the ceremony. They regarded the

institute as a big event for the Sinology circle in Sweden and in North Europe, and held that it

would play an important part in the spread of Chinese language and Chinese culture there.  

I. Choose the best answer for each question or statement below.
1.This text is probably taken from ________.

A. a document B. a novel C. a newspaper D. a contract

2.By Òjointly establishedÓ (in Para. 2, Line 1), the author does NOTrefer to ________.

A. ChinaÕs Ministry of Foreign Affairs C. Fudan University

B. NOCFL D. Stockholm University

3.The word ÒaddressingÓ (in Para. 3, Line 1) means ________.

A. writing a destination on C. giving a speech to

B. dealing with D. getting busy with

4.By Òbilateral relationsÓ (in Para. 3, Line 4), the author refers to ________.

A. the relations between students from Fudan and Stockholm Universities

B. the relations between Sweden and China

C. the educational exchange between China and Sweden

D. the cultural communication between China and Sweden

5.What does ÒSinologyÓ (in Para. 4, Line 3) mean?

A. Study of the Chinese language and culture.

B. Study of the Sweden language and culture.

C. Knowledge about how to make speeches.

D. Knowledge about how to develop diplomatic relations.

II. Match each word with its synonym. Write the letter on the line.
1.________foreign a. department

2.________institute b. lively

3.________exchange c. consider

4.________ministry d. overseas

5.________establish e. extend

6.________ambassador f. start

7.________ active g. replacement

8.________regard h. diplomat

9.________ deepen i. college
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4. Study in Beijing

1Beijing, the political, cultural and economic center of China, has a history of more than 3,000

years. Until now, there are almost 40,000 foreigners studying in Beijing, constituting 40% of the

total foreign students in China. These 40,000 foreign students come from more than 80 countries in

Asia, Europe, North and South America and Africa. 

2Many foreign students prefer coming to Beijing, which results from the fact that many prestigious

universities, such as Peking University, Tsinghua University, etc. are located in Beijing. In addition,

Beijing, as a modern city and the cultural center of China, is very attractive to foreign students, for

they come here not only for study, but also can experience the Chinese culture and lifestyle. 

3Compared with the students learning Chinese in their home country, those who come to

Beijing can merge themselves into the countryÕs language, and at the same time, look forward to

taking advantage of the greatly improved job prospects which will be available to them when

their study is complete. 

4Apart from the study in class, foreign students also have their extracurricular activities, such as

basketball, soccer, football and other sports. They also can enjoy Chinese cuisine ( )

and, if they want, the taste of the dish from home to release their homesickness.  

5Far away from their home, foreign students sometimes will miss their friends and family back at

home. But some foreign students like making more friends here and some make more than friends. 

6No matter why they come to study in Beijing, for fun, for perspective job opportunity or for

interest, they have their plans for future after graduation.

I. Answer each of the following questions with the best choice.
1.How many foreigners are studying in China according to the passage? 

A. 40,000 B. 32,000 C. 100,000 D. 160,000

2.Which word is the closest in meaning to the word ÒprestigiousÓ (in Para. 2, Line 1)?  

A. advantageous B. famous C. large D. central 

3.What are the main reasons why the foreigners prefer coming to Beijing?

A. For study and tour.

B. For study and Chinese food.

C. For study and feeling Chinese culture and lifestyle.

D. For making friends and finding jobs.

4.Which word is the closest in meaning to the word ÒextracurricularÓ (in Para. 4, Line 1)?

A. important B. interesting C. current D. additional

5.What can help the foreign students to overcome the problem of being homesick?

A. Enjoying the taste of the dish from home.

B. Engaging in study day and night.

C. Enjoying the Chinese cuisine.

D. Having extracurricular activities.
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II. Some suffixes ( ) like -al, -ic, -ive, -ous -able, etc. are added to the end
of a word to form adjectives. Read carefully to find some adjectives
with the above suffixes in the passage and write out the corresponding
nouns if there is any.
Adjectives:_____________________________________________________________

Nouns:________________________________________________________________

Skim and scan the passage to find the answers for the following questions or
statements. Some multiple choice questions may have more than one answer.

1.China began to provide nine-year compulsory education in _____________________.

2.According to a Ministry of Education program, educational investment should account for

_____________________of GDPin a relatively short period of time.

3.According to the passage, what is the Òshared-cost mechanismÓ (in Para. 3, Line 1)?

A. Students in non-compulsory education pay tuition at a certain percentage of the cost. 

B. The governments at all levels charge tuition at a certain percentage of the cost.

C. Students share the tuition with others at a certain percentage of the cost.

D. All students in China pay tuition at a certain percentage of the cost. 

4.To ensure that students from low-income families have access to higher education, the govern-

ment has initiated effective ways of assistance, including _________.     

A. special policies and measures

B. scholarships

C. work-study programs

D. subsidies for students with special economic difficulties

E. tuition reduction or exemption

F.state stipends

5.Which of the following is NOTmentioned as a part of school system? 

A. Junior and senior middle schools.

B. Primary schools.

C. Short-term vocational universities. 

D. Schools for privileged students. 

The accuracy rate of your comprehension: ________%
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6.According to the 4th paragraph, secondary schools comprise _________.

A. junior and senior middle schools 

B. secondary agricultural and vocational schools

C. institutions of higher learning 

D. regular secondary schools

E. secondary teachersÕschools 

F. secondary technical and professional schools

7.The Party also monitored the governmentÕs _____________________at the local level and

within educational institutions through its party committees.

8.What happened in the education field of China in 1985? 

The May 1985 _____________________was held for educational reform. 

9.According to the 7th paragraph, _____________________was in charge of all education organ-

izations except military ones.

10.Local authorities used _____________________and a percentage of local ________________

to finance educational projects.

Education System in China

Development
1Since 1950 China has provided nine-year compulsory education for a fifth of the worldÕs population.

Nine-year compulsory education operates in 90 percent of ChinaÕs populated areas, and illiteracy ( )

in the young and mid-aged population has fallen from over 80 percent down to five percent.The system

trained some 60 million mid- or high-level professionals and near 400 million laborers to junior or

senior high school level. Today, 250 million Chinese get three levels of school education (elementary,

junior and senior high school), doubling the rate of increase in the rest of the world during the same

period. Net elementary school enrollment has reached 98.9 percent, and the gross enrollment rate in

junior high schools 94.1 percent.

2Investment in education has increased in recent years; the proportion of the overall budget allocated

to education has been increased by one percentage point every year since 1998. According to a

Ministry of Education program, the government will set up an educational finance system in line with

the public finance system, strengthen the responsibility of governments at all levels in educational

investment, and ensure that their financial allocation for educational expenditure grows faster than their

regular revenue. The program also sets out the governmentÕs aim that educational investment should

account for four percent of GDPin a relatively short period of time.

3For non-compulsory education, China adopts a shared-cost mechanism, charging tuition at a

Time your reading.

Start time: ________________  

Finish time: _______________

Your reading rate: ______ wpm
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certain percentage of the cost. Meanwhile, to ensure that students from low-income families have

access to higher education, the government has initiated effective ways of assistance, with policies

and measures as scholarships, work-study programs, subsidies for students with special economic

difficulties, tuition reduction or exemption ( ) and state stipends ( ).

Stages
Educational Stages in China

4To provide for its population, China has a vast and varied school system. There are

preschools, kindergartens, schools for the deaf and blind, key schools (similar to college

preparatory schools), primary schools, secondary schools (comprising junior and senior middle

schools, secondary agricultural and vocational schools, regular secondary schools, secondary

teachersÕschools, secondary technical schools, and secondary professional schools), and various

institutions of higher learning (consisting of regular colleges and universities, professional colleges,

and short-term vocational universities). 

5Although the government has authority over the education system, the Chinese Communist Party

has played a role in managing education since 1949. The Party established broad education policies

and tied improvements in the quality of education to its modernization plan under Deng Xiaoping.

The Party also monitored the governmentÕs implementation ( ) of its policies at the local level

and within educational institutions through its party committees. Party members within educational

institutions, who often have a leading management role, are responsible for steering their schools in

the direction mandated by the Party policy.

New directions
6The May 1985 National Conference on Education recognized five fundamental areas for reform

to be discussed in connection with implementing the Party Central CommitteeÕs ÒDraft Decision on

Reforming the Education SystemÓ. The reforms were intended to produce Òmore able peopleÓ, to

make the localities responsible for developing Òbasic educationÓ and systematically implementing a

nine-year compulsory education program, to improve secondary education, to develop vocational

and technical education, to reform enrollment and the graduate-assignment system of institutions

of higher education and to expand their management and decision-making powers,and to give

administrators the necessary encouragement and authority to ensure smooth progress in educational

reform.

Age Education Compulsory

18Ñ22 university or college No

senior high (middle) school 

or vocational school

12Ñ15 junior middle school

6Ñ12 primary school

No

Yes

15Ñ18
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7The National Conference on Education paved the way for reorganization of the Ministry of

Education, which occurred in June 1985. Created to coordinate education policy, it also assumed

the role previously played by the State Planning Commission, and as a State Council Commission,

the new Ministry had greater status and was in charge of all education organizations except military

ones. Although the new ministry assumed a central role in the administration of education, the

reform decentralized much of the power it previously wielded and its constituent offices and

bureaus, which had established curriculum and admission policies in response to the State Planning

CommissionÕs requirements.

8The Ministry of Education, with its expanded administrative scope and power, was responsible

for formulating guiding principles for education, establishing regulations, planning the progress

of educational projects, coordinating the educational programs of different departments, and

standardizing educational reforms.Simplification of administration and delegation of authority

were made the bases for improving the education system. This devolution ( ) of management

to the autonomous regions, provinces, and special municipalities meant local governments had more

decision-making power and were able to develop basic education. State-owned enterprises, mass

organizations, and individuals were encouraged to pool funds to accomplish education reform. Local

authorities used state appropriations ( ) and a percentage of local reserve financial resources (basically

township financial revenues) to finance educational projects. 

(815 words)




